THE CARRIER 


al y —~™W, 
ma 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW. MDARC.ORG 


The monthly newsletter for the Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club 
Volume LXI - Number 12 — December 2012 


: : No Meeting This Month ! 
No Meeting This Month ! 


December 21 is our club’s annual Holiday Party at Zio 
Fraedo’s Restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane in Pleasant Hill . This 


2013 Membership Renewals 1 


Officers and Appointees 2] Will bea really festive night of great Club fellowship. I have 
December Board Minutes 3 | been to a number of our holiday parties, and they are always a 
New Amateur Radio Class 4| ball. I sure hope to see you all there! 

Ham Radio Outlet 5 
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Club Repeaters 
Club Calendar 


Important Note about Membership Renewals 


With the approaching holidays and 2013, it’s time to renew your 
membership in MDARC. Renewal notices should be in the mail 

S$ CASOKUS early December. I know this is a bad time for another bill to be paid, 

but if you take care of it right away you won’t have to think about it 

P later. So please, when you see a letter from MDARC Renewals, please 

G f a of 6 w S J open it, mark any corrections, and mail back with a check in the en- 
G od closed SASE. The club directory has been delayed the last several 

years to try and include most renewals. If everyone gets their renewal 

in by January, then we’ll try to get a directory out sooner. 

73, Tom Deeble — KA6SIP, Membership Chairman 
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Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 
P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all 
material submitted by the membership provided such material is in 
good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and provided space is available. 


President - Jim Siemons, AF6PU 

Vice President - John Weldon, KJ6GLQ 
Secretary — Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 

Treasurer - Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 

Emergency Coordinator - Tom Kramer, WA6NYP 


Director & Technical Committee Chair 
Trevor Hall, WA6JAU wa6jau@sbcglobal.net 


Director & Education and Training Committee Chair 
John Primus, AF6RJ — af6rj@arrl.net 


Director At Large 
Ron Luttringer, K6XC 


PACIFICON 2012 

Co-Chair: Paula Costa, KI6MPD 

Co-Chair: Jim Siemons, AF6PU 
Registration Chair: Misa Siemons, KJ6BUE 
Treasurer: Mike Patterson, N6JGA 
Secretary: Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 

Webmaster: Ron Raines, N6QTY 
Membership Chair — Tom Deeble, KA6SIP 
mdarcmembership@mdarc. org 

The Carrier Newsletter 

Editor, Matthew G. Vurek, N4DLA n4dla_cs245@yahoo.com 


Public Information Officer - Gene Sylls, KG6EYE 
Webmaster — Marvin Miller, WA6GBW 
Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney, N6UPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis, KT6Y 
; Youth and Education Programs — Bill Ryan, KJ6IGX 
. "8 Volunteer Examinations - George Tickner, KONHY 
Orinda after h . Mie scr Sp Public Service - Pete Harris, KE6ZIW 

rin Aan eavy] ains ‘ear y See see Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles, WA6CIE and 


on n Sunday I December 2; 2012. a Elizabeth Styles, KG6HLV 
aie Sq Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan, AF6HQ 


Amateur Television Help and Information: 
4 John Schuler, W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE 
CLUB YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, 
INCLUDING THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS 
m WELL AS SHARE INFORMATION WITH THE 
= MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 
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Board Meeting minutes December 3, 2012 
Presided over by Jim Siemons, AF6PU, President 


The meeting was held at the Black Bear restaurant and was called to order at 7:03 PM 


Attendees - Jay Caldis Tom Kramer Trevor Hall 
John Primus Janice Fuji Bill Swindell 
Misa Siemons John Welden Tom Deeble 
Ray Gaschk Steve Rogge 


There was a motion that was seconded and approved to accept the minutes from the November meeting. 


Vice President John Welden reported that he was working on the meeting presentation schedule for next year and asked that everyone 
contribute suggestions. 


Misa Siemons gave the treasurer’s report noting that the total of all accounts was $27,475.27. There followed a motion, a second and 
an approval for accepting her report. She announced that she now has a portable scanner to be used for on-site transactions. 


There was a discussion about the cost of the two club telephone numbers. The total cost for them is $143/month. There was a motion 
to reduce costs by cancelling one of them. There followed a second and an approval. 


There was a question about the quantity of e-mails received at the clubs in-box. The secretary, whose task it is to handle them, re- 
ported an average of nine (9) per month over the last three years. 


There was a discussion about the club website and the validity of the information contained there. 


John Primus reported that there would be a technician class license course at SATERN beginning January 24" and concluding on 
March 7" with testing to be given on March 15". A general license class is anticipated in the spring but is not scheduled yet. 


Trevor Hall reported no tech committee meeting last month due to lack of attendance. The club repeaters have been performing well 
and he reported on auto patch usage. 


Tom Kramer, our EC, said that there was a RACES training class last Saturday and it covered digital communications. He is resigning 
from the CARES group as of the 31* of the month. He reported that there was no ARES news this month. 


Bill Swindell spoke briefly about the yearly auction saying that plans are in order for that event. 
Awards chair, Tom Kramer, said that he has nominees. 


President and Pacificon chair this year, Jim, announced that Pacificon, 2012 is contributing an estimated $19,000 to the club. There 
was a brief break for comments on this subject. 


Parking at this year’s holiday party will be restricted. Attendees are advised to arrive early. 
A copy of the preliminary 2013 budget was passed around and discussed. 
Our club programs and activities were discussed and estimates of the good that was done for amateur radio in general were made. 


John Primus spoke again saying that we need to take up the slack when other clubs have prospective hams and they don’t have the ca- 
pabilities to train or test them. 


At 8:49 pm there a motion, second and approval to adjourn. 
Respectfully submitted 


Richard Fletcher, AF9RF, Secretary 
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The Ham Radio Poa 


MOUNT + DIABLO 


Licensing Course 


is Forming NOW! “aus xan cua 


The Salvation Army together with the Mt. Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club will be holding a 7-week course where you can 
learn everything you need to earn your Technician Class 
(entry level) FCC Amateur Radio License. 


The Technician Class license is your entry to the worldwide 
excitement of Amateur Radio and Emergency 
Communications, and you do NOT need to learn Morse 
Code! The class is FREE but there is a $5 materials fee for 
handouts and the (required) textbook is less than $30. 


The Salvation Army Fireside Room 
3950 Clayton Road, (at West St.) Concord 94521 


Course will be held on Thursday evenings from 7-9 pm on: 


REGISTRATION: Registration is required. 


To sign up send an email to: HamRadioClass@gmail.com 
For voice mail or fax: 925 465-9554 


MDARC TESTING: Our Savior's Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


“*The MDARC Volunteer Examiners hold exam sessions prior to each club meeting. 
Meetings begin promptly at 7:30 p.m. Testing sessions begin at 6:00 PM. Please 
arrive no later than 7:00 PM to be seated for your exam. We offer full testing on all 
elements (code and theory). There is a fee for taking an element but once you pay 
for a session, you may take as many different elements as you would like. 


ARR_L awareur ravio 
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HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


Portiand, OR 
(503) 598-0555 /wi> 4-800-854-6046 Salom, NH 
Oakland, CA (603) 896-3750 


rcleaes Calflora 


(510) 534-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 Sonamee A 
(408) 736-9496 (303) 745-7373 
Burbank, CA wW Woodbridge, VA 
(819) 842-1786 (703) 643-1063 
1-800-444-9476 
(714) 533-7373 ere az . wv Aitonte. GA 
San Diego, CA (602) 242.351 (770) 263-0700 \ 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- Cana, 
1 eat 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy, please cal one of our other numbers. 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail 
Anaheim, CA 
Atlanta, GA 
Burbank, CA 


ana@hamradio.com 
atl@hamradio.com 
bnk@hamradio.com 


Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 
Newcastle, DE del@hamradio.com 
Oakland, CA oak@hamradio.com 
Phoenix, AZ px@hamradio.com 
Portland, OR or@hamradio.com 
Salem, NH nh@hamradio.com 
San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA sun@hamradio.com 
Woodbridge, VA va@hamradio.com 


Direct 
1-714-533-7373 
1-770-263-0700 
1-818-842-1786 
1-303-745-7373 
1-302-322-7092 
1-510-534-5757 
1-602-242-3515 
1-503-598-0555 
1-603-898-3750 
1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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Toll Free 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-7927 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-9476 
1-800-644-4476 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-9476 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-0047 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


Fax 
1-714-533-9485 
1-770-263-9548 
1-818-842-5283 
1-303-745-7394 
1-302-322-8808 
1-510-534-0729 
1-602-395-1244 
1-503-684-0469 
1-603-898-1041 
1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


w21e The Carrier 
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Newsletter of the Mt. Diablo Amateur Radio Club 


FIRST CLASS 


W6CX Nets 
Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net — 147.060+ 
Thursday 7:30 pn MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 


Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net 1241.250+ 
Tuesday 7:30 pm Fat City 10 meter USB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 
Every Thursday 
http://www.coco-races.org/meetings/nets/ 


6:35 pm HF Countywide 3.893 MHz LSB 
6:45 pm West County 145.110-- (82.5 PL) 
7:00 pm Central County 145.680 Simplex 


FM 147.060 MHz +/PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 7-00 pm East County 146.535 Simplex 


224.780 MHz-/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz+/ PL 100Hz 


D-STAR 145.000 offset plus 2.5 MHz 
http://www.dstarusers.org/viewrepeater.php?system=W6CX 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25 MHz AM 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.wo6cxatv.net/live 


7:00 pm South County 146.355+ (77.0 PL) 
7:20 pm Countywide 145.490-- (107.3 PL) 


December 2012 and January 2013 Club Calendar 


Friday December 21, 2012 6:30pm MDARC Holiday Dinner 


Zio Fraedo's restaurant, 611 Gregory Lane, Pleasant Hill 


Saturday January 5, 2013 9:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 


Monday January 7, 2013 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 
Buttercup Bar & Grill 660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek 


Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Friday January 18, 2013 7:30 pm MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


